Salon Shoulcl ‘ave Beeh Better

By WENDY WILSON

| Thisxstheshowthathasnonghtbobe’. -

50 good. So sdys Robert E. Ewing, a
. former Festival oftheArtsdirectorand
director of the Museum of Fine Arts,

whoh;ssemeuryearso!FestlvaI

. shows-and several museum Bieanials.

" Still, it is not good enough. It also has .

every right to be better, because gallery

exhibitions. throughout the year show ... .

‘that there is a creative cornucopia in the -
state. But its rich scope is not evident in
"““A Sdnta Fe Salon: The Wild West and
ARl the Rest” in the  second-floor
. galleries at Sweeney - Center. through |
Oct. 19. '
" One reason_the show falls sbort of
-~ expectations. eould very. well be ltS,

~ letter' to all artists in last year's - §
- Invitational show who live in Santa Fe -
'+, County. ThelettersaxdthatEwmgand
-~ Jan Adlemann, the Festival's director; -~
. would- visit their studios and select a . |
:pxecefortheSalonshow This process .
was later amended, when advertise- -~
ments in-city ‘newspapers invited any
- Santa Fe Conty artist to bring slides or
| original works to two.showings at the |
- Inn at Loretto, at-which time Adlmann .-

limitations to Santa. Fe County resi- -

"dents; unlike last year's Festival Invita-

_tional, - which ‘ included - artists - from

'throughoutNewMemoEntJamu‘

Harrill, - Nick- Abdalla, - Aaron - Karp,
RandyLeernte manyP’uebloIndnm
artists, and so on.

SeveralofSantaFesﬁnepunterst B

such as ‘Whitman - Johnson . and - John

Fincher are also conspicuously absent. -

‘The salon’s potential further is reduced
rby ‘the ‘absence of Western realists,

selectmg work was a8 changeable as the -

cliched chameleon. - - - .
Last spring, the F‘estlval office sent a

would select addltlona..l ‘work.

“ some . cases,thenrtwerkbemgshi;wn

g wise::lectedbya Feshval’ofﬂcnl.md in

Although™ they were approached by . fir

Festival officials and -invited to hang

’thexrwork.mmyoftheuuhstsmsot

- much in.demand that they did not have

_ canvases or sculpturea to. spare. The = a

seulpture entries were sparse, too; outof
ksomel&arhstsmthe ow.onlyzsare o

sculptors. . - -
Also absent are entries from many

" Gobin and others, The nine Indian artists -

representation - of - those ‘who . show
- ‘regularly here in Santa Fe. ‘
 Spanish urt:stsareevenmoresermu-

sadly, 1tseemsthatanAnglo

.. been mounted by Anglos, and
“only for us, There is no melting
cultures at:the Salon show.

’gear's Salon show was -assembled ’ilsing

characterized it. And the proeoss

By WENDY WILSON

The 1980 Armory/Munm/Fesﬂvd
Show, juried by Dianne Vanderlip,
. curator of - contemporary art at. the
- Denver- Aft Museum, -is the most

the helter-skelter method, as EWing '

whose work is on display are only a small - :

Indian artists; Grey Cohoe, R.C. Gor- . bea
. man, Michael Naranjo, Earl Eder, Henry = -

stated was ruled out. It is also ‘eviden

' that while artistic technique was impor- o
~tantm thanenmal seleet:on at Sweeney ,

exciting show of the current Festival of - f‘
the Arts, and if one can begin to p ro’be “Oet.

the rationale behind the selectloi

~ ‘work, it would appear that the major <

o ?aulvgeqien betion kino_po,’ gt,tlig, \ m =

a—

'—estwal

) expenmentnl work sneh a8 Stema

*- Vasulka’s video piece, a revolving

- machine with - two. cameras and two
. ‘revolving mirrors, which- produces an

value was plnced on naturat expreaslon,‘ - utte
" and that anything pretentious or over- -  er'

‘Haozous,

[Cudnuedonpapssl

%

everchanging panoramu: view. of the

- . roomon two video sets; Another work is
- asetoffourbhckandwhlteXem
* compositions, a collage of blue jeans and

blue work shirts, by Junu Dietceh.

;- called - “Untitled.” v
s TherearemtheArmoryworksmany\
. more direet and indirect references to
“. technology such as. Xerox machines,
‘computérs and videos, than there are.
/g'fei!engu to landscapes or " figures.

Maxwell's acrylic dots on an

.r:-&bygoot unstretched  canvas, treated
gwith,rhoplex -and ‘entitled “Green and
' Purple looks like a computer program-
six ming card. Margi Scharffs piece, an -
i "18-by-16-mch m”s -eonstruction
-with two “rev boxes containing
- copper thread, calls to mind an aesthetic
.. version of Ma Bell's technologu:al
artists in 'transmitter office,

Muchottheabﬁtﬁetwo:kma

’rf‘variahon ‘on field painting compositions,
. with random marks all over the canvas
o ~which are- orgmmd bymmmmal'

[Conthudonpoge”le .

L - 7\'
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e s otk mdm?fh
seem as is an
" environment . filled with ribbons and |
,;_paraphernalm - e
- squlpta f“&“‘“"‘ e Pat Niblack, |
Ihem"’ v ﬁg‘“‘“" _

_ jhrry'l‘ DesJarlals Jr.,iob



