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An Image from a video work by Peter Campus, who has
worked in experimental psychology.
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. working La Videotape, alsa .usas ion a camglex, "layered" .
way. A gifted visual and verbal punr~rshe:' has most '
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A video image of the poet Allen Ginsberg from loam

June Pack's "Suite (212): Allen Ginsberg."

video recapitulation of art history from the Middle Ages
to the present." Thework, using paintings of women and a
superimposition device that allows Xliss .° :eel to ailrear
as some of the women in the paintings, con]n]-cnts on what
she sees as "the cultural schizophr..nia of conw nporary
wom=."

The works of Bill Wegman and Andy Mann are sorne-
what less cued to perceptual and 'devices . Mr .
VTegrnan, who frequently stars with, his do;, ':Ian -Ray
(known as the Rin-Tin-Tin of video), can often be accuse -+

of humor, a gwlity not yet greatly in evidence arson,- h[-~
rol!ea;ues in t = field. In one of his short pieces, ''Tha
SDellmg Lesson ." for instaare, he gives a terse criticua o
his dog's spolil ng . to which the awmal actually y;p3

rnspor::"~is.
Mr. Mano, a 28-year-old tapernaker who is alsa an

expert echn°cian, does penetrahng canTd car:e .tia-s'-y'_
tapes W':e'P2ver :.e "happens. to be," and oi'.Ca becorm_s

Continuedon Pag4 53, Coiwnn 1

z

at :the Leo Castelli : .Gniier1%. 1[x'

By GRACE GLLECK

F~;ack.,Gillette's . near warm for television is not the sari
of thin; that's geared :o peddle soap . . The 14-minute video-
tape short 6n Caoe Cod has as its sofa subject the flow of
water into and around a cove . -

iniernted two extremes," says :rir. Gillette, a
34-year-old artist ana used to work with the more con-
ventional paint a1i1 carwas . "1 want to take this advanced
technological tool of television and turn it hack on itself,

'
`

to convey the most primordial of sources, our basic life-
support system ." ,

..vlr. Gillette, whore. near work is part of a I2-piece
cycle with an ecological theme, is one of a grooving. brged

"

of ,video ai tuts,. for whole the TV screen has becorn ;a as
estheticmediun . i;nirterestedlflCefk]niel'C!3[te'evisicn.they
produce vd-oo:apes. that take i, enio" advantage of its
technaioc', :corn Crude vignettes shat on. site to elahorat° .
productions that cal on Me foil t chnical resources of a
TV stu'aio-

Their visually trrtnsient work, dismissed by the object-
oriented art world onIy a few . years ago, is now highly
evident on the museum and gallery circuit. In. New York,
the Mus=:urn of Modern Art sch.°,dales videotape shows, and
they were a Feature of theWhitneyyluseum's recent biennial
exhibition .' Tapes ma; also be regularly viewed at such
galleries as Leo Cas'~Il? and Ileana Sonnabend, 420 West

en Broadway, and at Other places such as The Kitchen, 59
n vooster s[reel,. and Glob;:! Village, 454 Broorne Street .
ti

A AICnade A. Trois
on
nd A proliferation of video festivals has also occurred dur-

r
ing the last year. One is now at the ?iluseo de Arte CC]nt?nr-

to poraneo in Caracas, Venezuela, and in Nev,- York a women's
video f''sli~:al is ;'n prouress at the Women's interact Center,

rq
549 Wy ,i: :i2:a 5;roet.
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"Thcrc's sig::iLcant body or :vorks bcira produced by

a
independei]t videonlakers that warrants weekiv e_v~osure

)E
on the nii~ rel ,,15ion sysstern ." says -David fcxmn,
director F?" T
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THE NEW YaRT: T714,-ES, T,

Videotapes Living Up
to Star Billing

By JOHN J. b'CDNNDR .
since the first Srny Porta-

paks were intrnr! " ._" etj to this
country' in 1963 . half-inch
videotape, offeran� increased
portability and lower-coots,
has-been hailed as tha , salva- I

tion of tste electron. ; ;: nr ;ist or
journalist attempt ^!; to re-
main independent and "pcr-
son2l." While tl« road to
mass-audience access and
recognition has been-and
still is----rocky, the medium
has produced r.+orlt of out-
standing quality,
A collection of ^o~~J exam-

ples cs~ be r-"^u% i :1 tv n new
series that be in tomcrro~v.
The first is on pualic tele-
vision : "Video and Television i
Review," a 2!3-week se~ries
produced by WIIFT113's ex-
perimental Television La.bo-
rator3- . The seco=:J is in a
lower-INTanhattan ?oft : "The
First Annual Vid~,n Docu-
mentary Festival," featuring
a different sch^du :e on Fri-
days and Satwd2vs, at 5:30
P.hi., for the ne%t t:h-_ee weeks.

	

'
The Channel 13 series, with

Russel Conner, ai :ist and
Crl ic. as host will attempt
a broad survey of videotap ..
an-! the state of t"n err.. In
- : : ;on to,videotane produc-
' - ---3rtlsttc an journel-

-- .-it will include both in-
about the latest

cionments in hardware
r.na canversadtins with art-
ishts and producers.

r
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The first program tvill ex-
amine the ainls and style of
TVYV, a ;coup that gained a
respectable measure of na-
tionat success with "The
Lord of the Universe" and,
more recently, a four-part
series on "Gerald Ford's
America." Ne::t week wilt
feature "Transcending," the
fist videotape of Ian Hugo,
veteran film maker. And, in
following weeks, it will in-
clude a new work by Ed
Emshwiller and "The Irish
Tapes," a 46-minute docu-
mentary an Northern Ireland
bv John Reilly and Sefan
Moore,
The series will obviously

provide a valuable-forum for
a medium in desperate search
for any forum . That despera-
tion is the reason for the
documentary festival at the
Broome Street ]aft housing
the Video . Study Center of
Gtobal Village . It's at 454
Broome Street (phone 966-
7526). Mr . Reiiiy is director
of the center and his "The
Irish Tapes" will be included
on one of the programs .
Much of the material, how-
ever, has not found an out-
let on either TV or cable,
which initially promised "al-
ternative access" but has
proved a failure so far.
The "video documentary"

gonera't,y makes no prcuen-
sions to objectivity. Tightly
controlled by a few people
or even one person, the docu-
mentary tends to he extreme-
ly subjective, For the "The
Irish Tapes," for example,
several trips to Ulster were
made. Scenes of hate and
suffering, on both sides of
the conflict,' were set in a
form that opens and ends
with glimpses of a St . Pat-
rick's Day parade in New
York . Grim reality is power-
fully counterpointed with uni-
formed fantasy. The "trou-
bles" are portrayed by the
participants--defiant, hyster-
ical ; puzzled.
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The scope and styles of
the video documentary are
broad. Other works in the
festival include:
"The Politics of Intimacy,"

by Julie Gustafson. Ten
Women, recorded in close-up
and medium shots, candidly
discuss orgasm and sexual-
ity. The "clinical," statements
accumulate into sensitive
portraits of women of differ-
ent ages, sexual pre['erences
and socioeconomic back-
grounds.

"Hindustan-Part I," by Er-
ic Siegel . A trip through In-
d;a is recorded without nar-
ration, without statistics and
with superb camera work .

"Walter" by Bob and In-
grid Wiegand. A p"rn teacher
is interviewed in immediate
detail, his work, his boat-
sailing and has story about
survival :n a German slave-
labor canto seamiessly inter-
twined with the wluJ1c- .

"Giving nirr.la,'' in; -1 -obe J.
Carey. A desperately modern
couple go to Mexicrs for the
delivery of their child, The
result is graphic, as plc.tbed,
and hilario2JS, as not ul lnned.

In addition, the festival is
showing some :vori,5 that
have received snme ~~ ::~,nsur4-
TVTV's "Four More Years,"
an irreverent and, particu-
larly in light of Watergate,
perceptive view of the 1072
Republican cornverti-n in %li-
ami, was shown wid,-1 ca
cable television . And Drt+.n2-
town Community Tclevision's ;
"Cuba: The People" was car-
ried on P.L .S .
For anyone mtcrQstgd in a .
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Jupe Pal k, 1°f t, d! 5cus Sl A9 his Work w.i th David 'Loxton; director a( the television IAoratory at channel 13
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